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Read how Deerfield has grown and
how this community is planning to
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SHARON HELMUS
at right, a longtime Marquette
Street resident
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The audience at the Wisconsin Historical Society auditorium had just finished
watching an emotional 95minute documentary, “After
Innocence,” that followed the
lives of about a dozen men
around the country who’d
been convicted, then exonerated, for crimes they didn’t
commit.
From the crowd of 200, a
lanky and soft-spoken man
from Sparta named Fred
Saecker stood up. His 1989
conviction for a brutal rape,
beating and kidnapping was
overturned when DNA
showed he wasn’t the attacker.
For taking seven years of his
life, Wisconsin awarded
Please see JUSTICE, Page D5

In the roughly 15 years since
advances in science led to the first
DNA exonerations, academics and
others have studied the causes and
factors that lead to wrongful convictions. Highlights of that scholarship were presented or referred
to at last weekend’s symposium.
Major causes identified by the panelists included:
• Mistaken eye-witness testimony, one of the top causes of
wrongful convictions and the key
factor in the 1985 case against Steven Avery.
• Misconduct by prosecutors
zealous to win.
• Limits on how much evidence
prosecutors must turn over to defendants.
• Myths about criminal justice
in America, including the notion
that the adversarial system of jus-

Welcome to our feature
aimed at answering your
questions about local people,
places and events.

Can bus drivers
use cell phones?

Q

JAY HECK
executive director of Common
Cause in Wisconsin

tice pitting prosecutors against defense attorneys is sufficient to
bring out the truth.
• Failure by many states to
protect children from “unknowing,
unintelligent and involuntary”
waivers of their right to silence and
to consult an attorney.
• False statements by suspects
coerced into confession by physical
violence or threats of harsher punishment, leading to a situation in
which one panelist said “innocent
people plead guilty to crimes every
day in this country.”
• Ineffective performance by
defense attorneys, who lack the
skills or resources to vigorously
pursue a case.
•“Tunnel vision” by police and
prosecutors who build cases
against suspects while ignoring
evidence that might clear them.

“I’ve got hats from Italy, Germany, South Africa,
Barbados, London, Paris ...
I don’t wear too many plain hats.”
LINDA HOSKINS

East Side neighbors await
next act in factory drama
Will tests show that
pollution from the
Madison-Kipp plant
exceeds allowable
levels?
Judge orders air
monitors
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Madison-Kipp must pay for the
placement and operation of
continuous air monitors for
particulate emissions at or near
Lowell School and in front of
the plant. A third monitor is
already in place on top of the
school and detects finer
particulates such as soot.
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“I guess without a
Lyndee Wall, like
without a Deep Throat
in Watergate, this might
not have happened —
the revelation of the
most serious and
widespread political
scandal in Wisconsin
history.”

Photos by STEVE APPS – State Journal

Smokestacks from Madison-Kipp Corp. dwarf nearby homes on adjacent Marquette Street. Neighborhood residents have worried about air quality for years. Now both the company and residents
say they’re anxious for test results from new air monitors.

MadisonKipp
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Look for Just Ask Us on Sundays and
Mondays in the Local section. Questions
can be e-mailed to
justaskus@madison.com, mailed to Just
Ask Us, P.O. Box 8058, Madison, WI
53708 or called in to 252-6192.

CORY SCHAEFER – Beaver Dam Daily Citizen

Evan Zimmerman models a
T-shirt proclaiming “Freed by
the Wisconsin Innocence Project.” Charges against him were
dropped on April 29 in Dodge
County. Zimmerman was in the
midst of his second trial for murder when the Eau Claire County
prosecutor dropped the case.

CAUSES OF WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS

Please see WEIRD, Page D2
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That’s message of some experts

hat’s your favorite
Madison landmark?
Is there a place you take
your visitors, and proudly
tell a Madison tale that all
visitors should hear?
If you’ve been here long
enough, you can picture all
the places that no longer
exist: The Hotel Washington, the spot on the Lake
Mendota ice that held the
“sunken” Statue of Liberty,
the old Wisconsin High
School.
Which ones should have
signs marking the spot?
A citizen committee has
come up with a dozen
places that will be marked
in time for Madison’s 150th
birthday next year. The subjects range from the glaciers
that shaped the lakes to the
Vietnam War protests that
turned State Street into a
battleground.
It’s a good start, but the
spots they’ve marked are,
well, a little dull.
Nothing seems to represent the fun of living in
Madison, or what a truly
weird place this can be.
So, I’m hoping that for
the next batch of signs,
they’ll take input from the
public.
If you’re going to note the

Does Metro Transit
have a cell phone policy for its drivers?
Metro Transit does
not allow bus drivers
to use cell phones
while working, said spokesman Mick Rusch.
“It’s part of their training
and (using a cell phone
would be) a work rule infraction. According to our
contract with their (union),
they can be written up. In
an emergency, we have a
radio and can get right
through to our dispatcher.
Dispatch would call 911,”
Rusch said. “A cell phone
would not be a necessary
piece of equipment for their
job.”
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The justice
system isn’t
always just

“We should be allowed
fresh air. We should be
allowed to have our
windows open and to
breathe fresh air.”

Madison
should
promote its
weirdness
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tfranklin@madison.com
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In these fall evenings, if you
walk the pleasant and leafstrewn sidewalks of SchenkAtwood on Madison’s East
Side, you will eventually come
across a view between old
homes of the Madison-Kipp
Corp. factory.
Through the big open doors
of the factory, yellow light
spills onto the pavement. The
clang of metal and the hum of
machines drifts from the
doors and into the dusk, mixing with the wail of sirens, the
distant barking of dogs and
the laughter of children playing.
It is the soundtrack of an
urban neighborhood and it is
uniquely East Side, one of the
last places in a rapidly changing city where “blue collar”
still means something and
where taverns are largely free
of ferns.
This seems an unlikely
place to find an environmental story, yet one unfolds
here. It’s a story about a
neighborhood and its factory
and a group of determined

people who suspect that very
factory — which even they
admit is a respected and valued contributor to the community’s hard-working
character — is making them
sick.
It is also the story of a respected business, an enterprise that dates back to the
years when trolley cars
clanged along Madison’s
streets, trying to hold on as a
city changes around its brick
walls.
A month ago came the latest wrinkle in the tale. A hearing examiner with the state
Division of Hearings and Appeals ordered Kipp to install
two monitors to keep track of
pollutant levels in the neighborhood.
The order came because
concerned residents, having
formed a group called Clean
Air Madison, challenged
Kipp’s Department of Natural
Resources pollution permits
that allow for considerable increases in pollutants being released from the plant’s stacks.
It was an important moment in a frequently bitter
Please see KIPP, Page D3

JOHN MANIACI – State Journal

Linda Hoskins, 59, of Madison, sits with some of her more than
300 hats that she keeps in her apartment, with more in storage.
The president of the Madison chapter of the NAACP, Hoskins says
she’s never counted all her hats.

Local NAACP head wears
many hats — quite literally
By LISA SCHUETZ
lschuetz@madison.com
608-252-6143

Activist Linda Hoskins is
well known for her outspoken
support of African Americans
— and anyone else she thinks
is getting a raw deal in school,
in court or in society.
Attend an event where the
public is allowed to debate
with city, school or police officials and it’s likely that some
time during the process, a
woman no one can see over
the crowd will start asking
penetrating questions in a
faintly Southern drawl.

It’ll be 5-foot-not-much-else
Hoskins asking the questions,
dressed in a matching suit, hat
and high heels.
“She’s classy,” says her
daughter, Shelia Renee
Stubbs, on a recent evening,
her mother’s hats strewn on
every surface in their living
room for a show-and-tell.
Hoskins, 59, president of the
Madison chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
is also known for her impressive collection of hats.
They come in black, white,
Please see HOSKINS, Page D11
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MADISON

Veterans’ unclaimed
assets top $1 million
Two state agencies are
making an effort to match
veterans with more than $1
million in unclaimed assets.
The state treasurer’s office
has teamed up with the Department of Veterans Affairs
to contact about 3,400 Wisconsin veterans to try to get
them their unclaimed assets.
Letters went out Friday to
veterans explaining that
their names potentially
match unclaimed assets and
urging them to fill out a
claim form for the property,
state Treasurer Jack Voight
said.
Overall the state is holding about $300 million in
unclaimed assets, so all residents should check, Voight
said.
To check unclaimed property: go to http://
www.ost.state.wi.us.

MADISON

Teen treated
for BB injuries
A Madison 16-year-old
was treated for injuries after
he was shot with a BB gun
on Madison’s South Side
Friday afternoon.
The teen said he was
walking in the 2900 block of
Traceway Drive when a vehicle drove by and a passenger shot him with a BB gun,
police said. The teen reported he was hit at least
four times, officers said.
The injuries were not serious, police said.

DANE COUNTY

Two women die
in crashes on I-90
Two women were killed in
separate crashes on Interstate 90 in Dane County Friday.
According to the Wisconsin State Patrol, Towanda R.
Niesing, 34, of Wisconsin
Dells, was driving on I-90
south of Madison when her
1991 Chevy pickup slid
across the median, rolled
into oncoming traffic and
hit two cars at about 3 p.m.
Niesing, who was not
wearing a seat belt, was
thrown from her truck and
killed.
No one else was seriously
injured. Alcohol is not believed to be a factor in the
crash; however, troopers
said Niesing was traveling
too fast for the snowy road
conditions.
At 9 p.m., Shantea Y.
Hemphill, 29, of South Holland, Ill., lost control of a UHaul truck while crossing
the bridge over Highway 51
and rolled into a ditch right
of I-90.
Hemphill was thrown
partway out of the truck and
died at the scene. Hemphill’s two children were
taken to Stoughton Hospital
with minor injuries.
Again, troopers said
Hemphill had not been
drinking but was driving too
fast for conditions.

DANE COUNTY

County Board
hopefuls to appear
Applicants for the appointment to the vacant
District 2 seat on the Dane
County Board will present
their credentials at a public
hearing Tuesday.
The hearing is at 7 p.m. in
the library of Madison East
High School, 2222 E. Washington Ave. The library is
wheelchair accessible by entering Door 4 on the west
side of the building at the
parking lot.
The board position
opened when board member Beth Gross resigned to
take a job in Washington,
D.C.
District 2 includes wards
in the city of Madison and
Ward 1 in the town of Madison.
Board chair Kevin Kesterson will submit an appointment to the board for
confirmation no later than
Dec. 9.The board will act on
the appointment at either
its Dec. 1 or its Dec. 15
meeting.
The appointee will serve
the remainder of the term,
which ends April 17, 2006.
— State Journal staff,
wire reports

and divisive debate. For those
in the neighborhood who have
long fought for Kipp to clean
up its emissions, the decision
was as close as they’ve ever
come to a victory, even though
the hearing examiner did not
go so far as to revoke the company’s permits.
The company, too, is claiming victory, but it is seeking a
rehearing.
The installation of pollution
monitors may in the next few
months help solve the longstanding issue of Kipp pollution. If those monitors do show
violations, then Kipp will have
to reduce its emissions to keep
its permits.
“That’s good from our perspective,” said Frank Jablonski,
the environmental lawyer representing Clean Air Madison,
“because we’re tired, very tired.
It really was a very good decision from our perspective.”

A neighborhood struggle
Just getting to this point has
been difficult for the people of
the neighborhood. Their story
is interesting partly because it
is about ordinary people finding a way — whether it means
knocking on doors to raise
money or learning the subtleties of computer modeling —
to fight an increasingly expensive and sophisticated battle for
cleaner air.
Kipp has been a fixture on
the city’s East Side since the fall
of 1903, when ground was broken for a large new factory on
Waubesa Street near Atwood
Avenue. An article in the Madison Democrat hailed the arrival
of the new factory as “an important addition to the dinner
pail brigade and industrial
wealth of the capital city.”
Today, Kipp continues to
thrive as an aluminum and zinc
die cast company and a manufacturer of parts for the automobile industry. It provides
jobs for 450 people, according
to Mark Meunier, vice president of human resources for
the company.
While industry after industry
fled the city over the years,
Kipp stayed on. Generations
worked there, including many
from the neighborhood.
The plant and its location,
said Meunier, are the realization of a plan put forth years
ago by visionaries such as John
Nolan. This was the place in
the city where factories would
go, but there would also be
stores and homes and parks
and schools and churches all
close to each other, an urban
community. It’s an early version, strangely enough, of what
planners today are touting as
“the new urbanism.”
Kipp, Meunier said, has provided more than jobs over the
years. It was Madison-Kipp
Chairman Reed Coleman who
stepped in a few years ago to
help the neighborhood save the
Barrymore Theater from an ignominious fate as a pornography theater. Kipp also helped
buy kitchen equipment to encourage the return of one of the
first neighborhood restaurants.
Most recently, Meunier said,
the company has offered to
help pay for the relocation of
the Atwood Community Center
to an unused Kipp building.
“We’ve tried to be a good
corporate citizen,” Meunier
said. “But we’ve never really
tooted our horn about it.”
Neighbors, even those who
have fought to stem pollution
from the plant, are quick to say
they live in Schenk-Atwood because they like what kind of
neighborhood it is. They like
the wooden homes, standing
shoulder to shoulder, the nearness of a school and churches
and small groceries where they
are likely to see neighbors.
They like walking on a Friday
night and hearing music float
from the noisy and happy confines of the Harmony Bar.
It is an old-fashioned city
neighborhood, said resident
Rachel Roang, and Kipp is an
important part of that urban
fabric. Few have ever suggested
that the plant should close its
doors, she added.
“We know this is a mixeduse neighborhood,” Roang said.
“We have our own very strong
sense of community here. It’s a
great place to raise your kids.”
She’s made it her home for
26 years, raising a son and running a clothing design and sewing business in the basement of
her Willard Street home, a
comfortable and inviting place
with wood trim satiny with age
and books spilling from shelves
and walls crowded with pictures.
“This is my home,” Roang
said. “This is my neighborhood
and I love it here.”

Photos by STEVE APPS – State Journal

Rachel Roang is one of the directors of Clean Air Madison, a group that is challenging recent approval of Kipp pollution permits.

One of the air pollution monitors Kipp was ordered by an administrative law judge to install will be outside the factory on Atwood Avenue.

And that’s what led Roang
away from her sewing machine
and design table and into the
tiring and frequently discouraging role of activist and organizer.
There have been complaints
from neighbors in the past
about everything from odors to
noise. Longtime Marquette
Street resident Sharon Helmus,
66, can remember her parents
getting their hands on a contraption called a “Noise-OMeter” to monitor the humming plant.
But it wasn’t until the early
1990s when complaints from
neighbors really started ratcheting up. Early in the decade,
Kipp boosted production, adding some processes, such as
using chlorine to purify scrap
metals. Neighbors said they noticed a steady increase not only
in odors but also in the amount
of particulates, or soot, in the
air.
“I would try to walk down
my driveway on some days and
just start coughing,” Roang
said.
In 1999, residents told the
DNR they were suffering from
sleeplessness, headaches, nausea and other ailments that
they attributed to Kipp emissions. Some residents, including Roang, even purchased
masks to help them breathe.
Roang became a consumer expert on air purifiers for her
home.
“It’s not a way to live,”
Roang said.
Several times during this period, Kipp applied for permits
to increase emissions, especially of particulates. Despite
increasing complaints of health
problems
from
neighbors,
monitors showed no violations
of pollution standards, according to Meunier and Kipp attorney Jon Axelrod. The DNR
approved the permits.
By 2000, Roang had become
deeply involved in efforts to reenergize
a
neighborhood
movement aimed at getting
Kipp to clean up. She and others organized a neighborhood
walk that year to draw attention
to the cause and 200 people,
including then Mayor Sue Baumann, showed up. Roang, after
that event, found herself
flooded with health complaints
from neighbors.
Things reached a head when
the DNR approved a permit for
Kipp in 2004 that allowed for
the most dramatic increases yet
in pollutants from the plant.
The company sought and received permission to increase
its emissions from 1.51 pounds
of particulates per hour to the
maximum allowed – 8.5
pounds per hour.
Clean Air Madison challenged the issuance of the permit. And though neighbors had
Problems in the air?
questioned Kipp permits in the
But, Roang and others said, past, this challenge was differthey don’t always like the air. ent — largely because two par-

ticular neighborhood residents
stepped forward to help. Both
Jablonski, a lawyer, and Steve
Klafka, an engineer, had experienced those days in the neighborhood when it was difficult
for some to breathe.
Jablonski ended up representing Clean Air Madison in
its challenge of the Kipp permits. And Klafka, using his skills
as a computer modeler, was

able to take the group’s fight to
a technical level that had been
missing from previous challenges.
In the end, Klafka, by using
a better computer model, was
able to show that the older
model used by the DNR to test
future Kipp pollution had not
taken into account crucial data
such as terrain and building
height. The newer model used

by Klafka showed that Kipp,
under its newly issued permits,
would indeed exceed allowable
pollution levels.
He was successful enough in
his testimony that Jeffrey Boldt,
the administrative law judge
who heard the case, ordered
the additional testing.
In the last few weeks, members of Clean Air Madison have
allowed themselves to celebrate. They’ve met a couple of
times at — where else — the
Harmony Bar, the same bar
where bands played to raise
money for their fight.
Now, the neighbors — and
Kipp officials — settle in to
await the data that will be spit
out by the air monitors over the
next several months.
It is perhaps one of the most
crucial moments in all the
years of wrangling between
Kipp and its neighbors. The
company, Kipp attorney Axelrod said, welcomes the testing.
Neighbors say the same
thing they’ve said for years.
“We should be allowed fresh
air,” Helmus said from her
Marquette Street home. “We
should be allowed to have our
windows open and to breathe
fresh air.”

