
	  

February 13, 2012 

VIA E-MAIL 

Linda Hanefeld 
Department of Natural Resources 
Remediation and Redevelopment Team Supervisor 
101 S. Webster Street, GEF 2 
Po Box 7921 
Madison, WI  53707-7921 
 

Re:  Follow up items and additional concerns 

Dear Ms. Hanefeld,  

I wanted to bring some additional concerns to your attention and to formally follow-up on 
several pending requests.   

First, I appreciate your cooperation in scheduling a neighborhood meeting.  I also thank you for 
your efforts to be in better contact with the neighbors within the MKC vicinity about testing and 
the results.   

There are also several outstanding pieces of information that I am awaiting.  In my October 21, 
2011 letter, I had requested a comprehensive map which fully delineates the different depths 
where soil, soil vapor and groundwater contamination and resulting plumes have been identified.  
It is really not realistic to expect my community to keep track of all of the different 
contamination sites to date, which are spread out among various documents.  We need to make 
accessing comprehensive information about contamination sites much easier for residents. 

Further, I had requested that the Scope of Work incorporate a specific provision that recognizes 
that MKC continues to be responsible for the clean up and remediation of all additional 
contamination discovered in the future that relates to their use of toxic chemicals.  Please advise 
as to the status of incorporating this provision and the status of the Scope of Work. 

As you know, I continue to be contacted by constituents who have concerns about contamination 
on their property.  In my opinion, the sites selected for testing have been too narrowly drawn.  
Given that the latest round of testing discovered contamination in the far North corner of the 
MKC property, which was not expected, it is certainly probable that there could be soil vapor 
contamination on other property not immediately adjacent to MKC.  Testing has also revealed 
contaminated groundwater, though I do not believe any additional efforts have been made to 
identify the scope of that contamination.  Though in your latest e mail message to me you 
indicated that there is no reason for additional testing away from the source contamination and 



adjacent properties, that does not abate the significant worries my constituents have given the 
unknown properties of soil vapor contamination and the serious potential health consequences of 
such exposure.  It is beyond my understanding why, after seventeen years, we are still trying to 
identify the scope of the contamination, which in my opinion, should have been done years ago.  
I am requesting further testing of groundwater and vapor contamination away from the source 
contaminate until no groundwater and vapor contamination is found.  It is only then that we can 
clearly know the scope of the contamination and take serious, comprehensive efforts at 
remediation and protect the health of residents.  And it is only then that the significant anxiety 
many of my constituents are experiencing will be eased. 

Finally, given that there has been a clear pathway for soil vapor contamination identified that 
runs to the 34 properties immediately adjacent to MKC on Waubesa and S. Marquette Streets, I 
am requesting that these property owners be immediately offered the chance to have vapor 
mitigation systems (already installed in five S. Marquette properties)  installed in their homes.  
Given that the EPA recently identified PCE as a “likely human carcinogen,” steps must be taken 
immediately to protect these individuals, as we know these homes have contamination in them or 
are likely contaminated.       

I appreciate your cooperation and look forward to your response.   

Sincerely, 

 

Rep. Chris Taylor 

Representative for the 48th Assembly District  

	  

	  

	  


