
COMPILATION OF TRANSPORTATION PROPOSALS FROM NEIGHBORHOOD PLANS 
SCHENK-ATWOOD-STARKWEATHER-YAHARA NEIGHBORHOOD 

April 2013, for SASYNA Transpo Committee – by Lance Green 
 
This is a compilation of the transportation-related visions and recommendations presented in three neighborhood plans dated March, 
2000,  December, 2000 and April, 1994 (links below to these docs on SASYNA website). The text was directly copied from those plans 
and can assist our consideration of current transportation issues. Of course, the plans contain many items closely related to transportation 
issues, such as land use, economic development, and community services. Please see the original documents for greater details. 
 

Schenk-Atwood-Starkweather-Worthington Park Neighborhood Plan (March, 2000) 

The Schenk-Atwood-Starkweather-Worthington Park Neighborhood Steering Committee unanimously approved the document on 
December 16, 1999. Adopted by Common Council March 7, 2000. The planning boundaries include the Dixon-Marquette Street, 
Schenk-Atwood, Starkweather, and Worthington Park Neighborhoods (see Map 1). The study area is bounded by Commercial Avenue on 
the north; Starkweather Creek on the east; East Washington Avenue, First Street, and Schurz Street on the west; and Lake Monona on the 
south. 

Link:  http://www.sasyna.org/index.php/download_file/view/362/75/ 
 

Neighborhood Issues 
The Neighborhood Steering Committee identified 11 major issues that would enhance this near east side neighborhood. Two were 
transportation-related: 
 
1. Increase pedestrian and bicycle safety with traffic calming measures, traffic enforcement, and physical improvements. East 
Washington Avenue, Atwood Avenue, Eastwood Drive, Fair Oaks Avenue, and Milwaukee Street are a few of the major thoroughfares 
within the neighborhood. Neighborhood residents will develop traffic management plans to help slow traffic on the major thoroughfares 
and residential streets. Efforts such as neighborhood involvement in the Neighborhood Traffic Management Program, Speed Watch 
Program, increased traffic enforcement, and restructuring troublesome intersections at East Washington/Winnebago and Marquette/Clyde 
Gallagher/Darbo Drive will also help in making the neighborhood streets safe for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
 
6. Create a pedestrian-friendly, walkable business district. 
Madison East Shopping Center and Atwood Avenue are the major commercial focal points of the neighborhood. Many patrons arrive by 
foot or bicycle to the commercial areas. Design aspects such as sidewalks leading to the storefronts, well-defined pedestrian walkways 
through parking lots, and attractive storefronts built to the sidewalk edge will help build upon the pedestrian-friendly business areas that 
are in the neighborhood. Review existing neighborhood commercial parking requirements for older neighborhoods with the intent to 
reduce parking ratios. 
 
East Washington Avenue Corridor Appearance Recommendations 

Neighborhood Goals 
1. Maintain and improve the aesthetics of the major gateway and transportation corridor to the neighborhood. 
2. As part of the East Washington Avenue reconstruction project, request the Engineering Division, in conjunction with an interagency 

staff team and the neighborhood associations, to explore a plan to enhance the appearance of the East Washington Avenue gateway to 

Madison's downtown and Capitol. As part of the planning process, explore the feasibility of burying utility lines and incorporating urban 
amenities such as trees, special lighting fixtures in strategic locations, median and terrace landscaping (particularly low-maintenance 
landscaping), and irrigation system 
 
Parks and Open Space Recommendations 
2. Request the Engineering Division, in conjunction with Traffic Engineering and Parks Divisions, to develop a bike path along the west 

branch of Starkweather Creek. The extension of a bike path along Starkweather Creek could provide a connection to the Isthmus bike 
path and the bike path along Aberg Avenue between Shopko Drive and Starkweather Creek (see Map 6). 
 
Schenk-Atwood Business District Area (p. 36 and Map 10) 
Vision Statement   Traffic is a basic need for a successful commercial district and the Schenk-Atwood traffic includes cars, bicycles, 
mass transportation, and pedestrians. Shoppers and consumers using each mode of transportation find the business district pleasant to 
traverse and easy to use. 
Neighborhood Goals 
1. Increase the ease of walking and bicycling along Atwood Avenue. 
2. Facilitate the use of mass transit in the neighborhood. 
3. Reduce and slow the automobile traffic on Atwood Avenue. 
 

Schenk-Atwood Area Business District Traffic Recommendations 
Atwood Avenue Traffic -- Traffic along Atwood Avenue varies between 11,450 vehicles per day at First Street to 24,300 vehicles per 
day at Fair Oaks Avenue. Neighborhood residents are eager to maintain a pedestrian and bicycle-friendly and accessible business and 
entertainment area. 
1. Request the Madison Metro Division to develop mixed transportation access to the business district. Examples include installation of 
bike racks on buses, possible future bike accommodations on trains, and linking bus and rail schedules. 



2. Request the Traffic Engineering Division to consider eliminating the "No Parking" policy during rush hours to reduce traffic speed on 

Atwood Avenue. Neighborhood residents believe allowing parked cars along Atwood Avenue during rush hour will serve to reduce traffic 
speeds. 
3. Consider permitting directional/informational signs along the bike path to direct users to the Schenk-Atwood Business area. 
 
Transportation and Safety (p. 38 and Map 11) 
Vision Statement - Walking and biking are safe and popular, and automobile traffic is slower and safer, thus increasing the quality of 
life in the neighborhood. Attractive traffic calming devices installed on a neighborhood-wide basis enhance the park-like character of the 
neighborhood. Mass transportation such as rail transit, bus service, and other non-automobile alternatives contributes to the safe and 
efficient flow of persons through and within the neighborhood. 
 

Neighborhood Goals 
1. Encourage motorists to travel at the posted speed limit and observe other traffic regulations. 
2. Increase safety for bicyclists, particularly along arterial streets. 
3. Increase pedestrian safety in the neighborhood. 
4. Support mass transit, including the development of rail transit. 
 
Transportation and Safety Recommendations (p.38) 
Traffic Calming  (also see details and Map 11) 
Traffic calming is an approach to slowing or redirecting vehicular traffic on local streets within a neighborhood. Traffic calming devices 
such as median barriers, traffic circles, parking modifications, speed humps, one-way streets, curb extensions, and dead ends help achieve 
slower or reduced traffic, thus making neighborhoods more pedestrian friendly. Stop signs and the realignment of intersections are other 
possible methods that may be employed. At identified problem intersections that have traffic lights, all-red phases should be considered. 
The neighborhood is willing and eager to serve as a pilot area for a reduction of the residential speed limit from 25 to 20 mph.  
 
1. Request Traffic Engineering Division work with the neighborhood associations, the Police  
Department, Lowell School PTO, and the Madison Metropolitan School District to improve safety at the Lowell Elementary School 
crossings at Atwood, Fair Oaks, and Maple Avenues. 
 
2. Request the neighborhood associations, with assistance from Traffic Engineering Division and the Police Department, to develop a 
Neighborhood Transportation Management Program proposal to reduce traffic speeds on: Waubesa and Milwaukee Streets and Atwood, 
Lakeland, Oakridge, LaFollette, and Sommers Avenues.  
 
3. Request the neighborhood associations, with assistance from Traffic Engineering Division and the Police Department, to develop a 
Neighborhood Transportation Management Program proposal to reduce traffic speeds on the St. Paul Avenue corridor. 
 
4. Request the neighborhood associations, with assistance from Traffic Engineering Division to develop a Neighborhood Transportation 
Management Program proposal to increase safety at the intersection of Dunning Street and Sommers Avenue. 
 
5. Request the neighborhood associations, with assistance from Traffic Engineering Division, to develop a Neighborhood Transportation 
Management Program proposal that would reduce traffic using Waubesa and Oak Streets. 
 
6. Request Traffic Engineering Division to work with the neighborhood associations to develop strategies to clarify to motorists on 
Milwaukee Street that they cannot access Atwood Avenue from Wirth Court, Marquette Street, or Dixon Street. 
 
7. Request neighborhood residents, with assistance from Traffic Engineering Division and the Police Department, to conduct a Speed 
Watch Program along Milwaukee Street, Fair Oaks Avenue, Atwood Avenue, Waubesa Street, St. Paul Avenue, Marquette Street, 
Lakeland Avenue, Oakridge Avenue, Sommers Avenue, and LaFollette Avenue. 
 
8. Request the neighborhood associations, with assistance from Traffic Engineering Division and the Police Department, to develop a 
Neighborhood Transportation Management Program proposal to reduce speed and volume of traffic on South Bryan Street. 
 
Bicycle Infrastructure and Safety  (p.42, also see details and Map 12) 
Many neighborhood residents strongly support alternate transportation modes in this older central city neighborhood. According to the 
City's Traffic Engineering Division, the Isthmus Bicycle Path carried an average daily count of 946 bicycles in July of 1998 and 258 
daily in December of 1998. Although Madison has a system of bike paths, additional signs, lighting, bike right-of-way, pavement 
markings, and other features would ease the safe use of bicycles as a transportation alternative and for recreational use. 
1. Request Traffic Engineering Division to consider installing signage at Russell Street and Division Street for traffic on Eastwood Drive 

to inform motorists of the potential bicycle cross-traffic on the bike path. North/south signs might state "Two-way Bike Path Crosses 
Here" and east/west signs might state "Turns Yield to Bike Path." Many motorists are unaware of the bicycle path, and thus are unaware 
of potential bicycle cross-traffic. Signs would increase safety for the bicyclists 
 
2. Request Traffic Engineering Division to consider installing bike lanes on Milwaukee Street, Atwood Avenue, and East Washington 

Avenue 
 



3. Request Engineering Division to consider widening the bridge over Starkweather Creek at Milwaukee Street, or any other permanent 

or temporary measure as part of any future Milwaukee Street reconstruction project to facilitate bicycle traffic. Bicyclists and 
pedestrians on the bridge must be cautious to avoid being hit by protruding truck mirrors. Milwaukee Street is 38 feet wide at this point, 
while the bridge is only 28 feet wide. This location is a potential bike path crossing 
 
4. Request Traffic Engineering Division, in conjunction with the neighborhood and the Police Department, to consider implementing the 

bicycle boulevard concept (giving the Isthmus bikeway clear right-of-way over most cross streets). Priority intersections include: Jackson 
Street, Waubesa Street, Ohio Avenue, and Corry Street. 
 
5. Request Traffic Engineering Division, in conjunction with Parks Division, to consider installing bike wayfinding, measurement of 

distance signs, and information kiosks to such places as East Towne, Olbrich Gardens, and Lake Monona. Priority locations include: 1) 
eastbound at Atwood Avenue (north side) and Dunning Street, Waubesa Street and bike path or bike path intersections of Marquette 
Street spur and Olbrich bike path, Fair Oaks Avenue and bike path, Wirth Court bike path and Waubesa Street, St. Paul and Milwaukee 
Streets; 2) westbound at Fair Oaks Avenue and bike path, west of Division Street and Eastwood Drive. Signs would facilitate wayfinding 
for bicyclists 
 
6. Request the neighborhood work with property owners to provide bicycle racks and covered bicycle parking along Atwood Avenue 

between Schenk's Corners and Division Street, Madison East Shopping Center, East Washington Avenue, and Salvation Army 

Community Center. United Way of Dane County, Trinity Church, Dean Clinic, Bank One, Ideal Bar, Madison-Kipp Corporation, Olbrich 

Gardens, and Atwood-Rusk parking lot are specific locations to approach property owners to install bicycle parking 
 
7. Request Traffic Engineering Division to review the Isthmus Bike Path lighting design and, consistent with the desires of the immediate 

neighborhood, consider installing overhead lighting at intersections between the bicycle path and streets. In priority order, this would 
include intersections with Waubesa Street, Jackson Street, Ohio Avenue, Corry Street, and Fair Oaks Avenue. Increased lighting would 
reduce the chances of collisions at night 
 
8. Request Parks Division to clear all bike path entrances, particularly at Ryan, Dixon, and Marquette Streets, in a timely manner after 

each snowstorm, and request Streets Division to take care of access points. According to the 1990 Census, approximately 10% of 
neighborhood residents walk or bicycle to work. Snow should not be piled at the access points at the above streets when the streets are 
plowed 
 
9. Request Traffic Engineering Division to consider marking existing vehicle detectors to enable bicycles to trigger stop light changes 

from side streets and to clearly mark those subsequently installed. Priority intersections include: Dunning Street/Atwood Avenue by the 
bike path and East Washington Avenue/Fourth Street near East High School intersection. The devices are installed at these intersections 
but need to be marked and may need minor adjustments. 
 
10. Request the neighborhood associations, with assistance from Traffic Engineering Division, to develop a Neighborhood 

Transportation Management Program proposal to increase safety on the bike path at Ohio Avenue between Atwood and St. Paul 

Avenues. 
 
East Washington Avenue Traffic Circulation (p. 44, Map 13)  The businesses along East Washington Avenue are not only patronized 
by those driving through the neighborhood on this major arterial street, but also by area residents who may walk or bike to shopping or 
recreation. Increased safety and increased access are both important to the neighborhood. 
1. As part of East Washington Avenue reconstruction project, request the Engineering Division to consider installation of a bike lane 

both eastbound and westbound. This is consistent with the City’s adopted policy “to include appropriate provisions for bicycles when 
planning all roadway improvements, giving consideration to safety intersection design, roadway surfaces, and roadway width in order to 
develop bicycle compatible roadways.” The alternative bicycle route traveling east through the neighborhood includes the Isthmus bike 
path to Fair Oaks Avenue to Lexington Avenue, neither of which has a wide curb lane or bike lane. If a bike lane is not feasible, residents 
recommend provision for a bike route parallel to and within two blocks of East Washington Avenue 
 
2. As part of the East Washington Avenue reconstruction project, request the Engineering Division, in conjunction with the Traffic 

Engineering Division, to explore realigning the circulation system in the area of Clyde Gallagher Avenue, Marquette Street, Darbo Drive 

and the service road south of East Washington Avenue. 
 
3. If a demonstration rail line program is to be developed for Madison and Dane County, request the City, County, and State to consider 

using the existing rail corridor to provide a demonstration rail line and other alternative transportation for potential commuters affected 

by the projected five-year East Washington Avenue reconstruction project. Neighborhood residents are concerned about the additional 
traffic which will result from the growth on Madison’s east side, particularly in view of the lane closures anticipated in reconstructing 
East Washington Avenue 
 
4. Request the Traffic Engineering Division maintain the existing on-street parking along East Washington Avenue and add on-street 

parking wherever feasible as far east as Highway 30. On-street parking should facilitate better access to merchants and residents living 
there and help reduce speeds along East Washington Avenue. 
 



6. As part of the East Washington Avenue reconstruction project, request the Traffic Engineering Division, in conjunction with the 

Engineering Division, to investigate measures to improve the traffic flow and safety at Winnebago Street where it enters the east bound 

lane of East Washington Avenue. The heavy traffic at this 5-point intersection, the short walk lights for pedestrians crossing East 
Washington Avenue, and the prohibited left turns from East Washington Avenue to Milwaukee Street for incoming traffic combine to 
make this a difficult intersection for pedestrians. 
 
Pedestrian Safety  (p. 47, Map 14) Safety for pedestrians is an important issue in this central city neighborhood. Busy streets such as 
Atwood Avenue carry an average of 13,000 vehicles daily and Milwaukee Street an average of approximately 12,000 vehicles daily. Of 
the workers in the neighborhood, 5.3% walk to work and 13.2% ride the bus compared to 12.7% and 7.4% in the City as a whole (1990 
Census). A few pedestrian-friendly features would encourage greater safety and more walking. 
1. Request Traffic Engineering Division, in conjunction with the neighborhood associations, to consider reconfiguring all stop lights in 

the neighborhood to automatically give pedestrians a walk light with each green light, and have all lights cycle to walk even if not 

triggered by a car or pedestrian button. Priority lights include: Atwood Avenue/Dunning Street andEast Washington Avenue/Fourth 
Street. Currently, pedestrians feel they are required to wait an extended light cycle in order to cross. Automatic walk signals would 
reduce the wait, encourage pedestrians to cross in a law-abiding manner, and enhance the effectiveness of walking as a mode of 
transportation. Additionally, the "walk" light at Milwaukee Street is not long enough to cross East Washington Avenue, there is no 
pedestrian button on the northeast corner of Marquette and East Washington, and signal lights are needed at Oak Street and East 
Washington Avenue. Crosswalk markings are needed at Bryan and Milwaukee Street 
 
2. Request Madison Police Department to consider increasing speed and traffic enforcement at Eastwood Drive, Fair Oaks Avenue, 

Milwaukee Street, Atwood Avenue (especially near Lowell School and Atwood Community Center), the bike path crossing at Dunning 

Street, the 2500-2600 blocks of East Washington Avenue, and East Washington Avenue at East High School. Also request Police 
Department to cite drivers for failure to yield to pedestrians along Atwood Avenue between Dunning Street and South Fair Oaks Avenue 
and along East Washington Avenue  
 
3. As part of the East Washington Avenue reconstruction project, request the Engineering Division, in conjunction with the Traffic 

Engineering Division, to increase safety for pedestrians at the Marquette Street/Darbo Drive intersection with East Washington Avenue 

service road, and add sidewalks to the intersection and at the unconstructed intersection of Rosemary Avenue and Darbo Drive. With 
East Pointe and Worthington Square Apartments, there are 114 dwellings around Worthington Park which house over 300 children. Few 
of those families own cars, and a large number of pedestrians confront vehicles accustomed to highway speeds that turn off East 
Washington Avenue to the McDonald's Restaurant. The reconstruction of East Washington Avenue offers an opportunity to improve the 
safety of this intersection for neighborhood pedestrians 
 
4. Request Traffic Engineering Division to work with neighborhood associations to investigate ways to create a safe and convenient 

pedestrian/bike crossing at North Street, East Johnson Street and Marquette or Oak Street locations along East Washington Avenue to 

help facilitate the stronger connection between the north and south sides of East Washington Avenue. 

 

5. Request Traffic Engineering Division to consider placing "Yield to Pedestrian" signs in the middle of arterials at major pedestrian 

crossings: Second and Winnebago Streets, Atwood Avenue and Corscot Court, Jenifer and Division Streets, 2400 block of Atwood 

Avenue, and Marquette Street/Darbo Drive 
 
6. Request Engineering Division to work with the neighborhood associations and the Madison Police Department to explore constructing 

a footbridge across Starkweather Creek at the end of Hauk Street to improve pedestrian safety and access. A pedestrian footbridge would 
allow pedestrians living near Worthington Park access to the shops on East Washington Avenue without the challenge of crossing the 
East Washington Service Road/Darbo Drive/Marquette Street intersection 
 
7. Request Traffic Engineering Division to consider lengthening the signal timing for the walk sign on East Washington Avenue at Kohl's 

Food Store (2525 East Washington Avenue) and at the Madison East Shopping Center (2829 East Washington Avenue), or as part of the 

East Washington Avenue reconstruction, consider physical options that would make pedestrian crossing safer. 
 
8. As part of the East Washington Avenue reconstruction project, request Traffic Engineering Division to work with the neighborhood 

associations and the Madison Police Department to consider improving pedestrian safety at the intersection of East Washington Avenue 

at North Fourth Street and North Fifth Street (East High School). 
 
9. Request Traffic Engineering Division to consider installing School Zone signs or flashing lights in the 2600 and 2700 blocks of 

Milwaukee Street. At the beginning and end of the school day and in walking to and from Wirth Court Park for school activities, the 158 
children attending the Holy Cross Lutheran School are at risk from the speeding traffic on Milwaukee Street 
 
General Administration (p. 50) 
1. Request Madison Metro to install covered bus shelters with enclosed bus schedule and route schedule information at the following 

intersections: Milwaukee Street and Fair Oaks Avenue, Atwood Avenue and Division Street, East Washington Avenue and North Fourth 

Street, and East Washington Avenue and Oak Street. 
 



Traffic and Safety  (p. 50)  The Schenk-Atwood-Starkweather-Worthington Park Neighborhood is bounded by the major transportation 
corridors of East Washington Avenue and Highway 30 (Commercial Avenue). The neighborhood is traversed by such heavily-used 
streets as Milwaukee Street, Atwood Avenue, and Fair Oaks Avenue. (see Traffic Count Table, p. 50). 
 
 

SchenkAtwood Neighborhood Business District Master Plan (December 2000) 

In February 2000, the Schenk-Atwood Revitalization Association (SARA), and the City of Madison jointly commissioned 
Schreiber/Anderson Associates, Inc., BEST Real Estate, Inc., and Design Coalition, Inc. to prepare a detailed Master Plan and 
Implementation Strategy for the Schenk-Atwood Business District. The Master Plan focused on the Schenk-Atwood commercial district, 
generally defined by East Main Street on the north, Dunning Street on the east, Eastwood Drive on the south, and First Street on the west. 
The primary purpose of the Master Plan is to build on the district’s strengths and assets by providing comprehensive guidelines for 
improvements to land use and business mix, transportation, parking, streetscape design, and district character over the next 10-15 years. 

Link:  http://www.sasyna.org/index.php/download_file/view/363/75/ 
 
MASTER PLAN GOALS 
The Schenk-Atwood Master Plan Steering Committee drafted the following Mission Statement and goals based on public input from 
Community Forums:  The Schenk-Atwood Neighborhood Business District Master Plan is a comprehensive planning and implementation 

process to guide the physical and economic revitalization of the Schenk-Atwood Neighborhood Business District. This planning process 

will build a partnership among business owners, property owners, residents, and the City to frame a long-term vision for the district and 

a coordinated strategy to achieve that vision. 
1. Enhance the business mix, including neighborhood-oriented and community destination businesses that fit the scale and character of 
the district and strengthen the district as an activity center. 
2. Provide clear and efficient automobile circulation to the business district while strengthening pedestrian, bicycle and transit access and 
improving connections between the district and the adjoining neighborhood. 
3. Strengthen visual character of the district through streetscape improvements, public space development, attractive entrances, historic 
preservation and architectural guidelines for new buildings and rehabilitation of existing buildings. 
4. Provide adequate parking to support the business district in a manner that promotes efficient land utilization and an attractive 
streetscape character. 
 

MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS  --  Transportation Recommendations 

Traffic Circulation 
In the mid 1970’s, major street improvements were implemented in the Isthmus area in the Schenk-Atwood Business District to redirect 
traffic away from neighborhood streets. While these improvements were helpful in reducing traffic congestion in the neighborhood, they 
also isolated the business district, resulting in difficulty and confusion for customers to find and enter the district. The Schenk-Atwood 
Business District Master Plan recommends that the historic traffic patterns and the relationship of Schenk’s Corners to the arterial street 
system be re-established while continuing to allow commuters to bypass the district on Eastwood Drive and First Street. Several 
intersection and street design improvements have been recommended in the master plan, including the redesign of the intersections at 
Winnebago Street/Eastwood Drive (west) and Atwood Avenue/Eastwood Drive (east) to provide two-way access and egress for the 
district. 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Accommodations 
The Schenk-Atwood Business District is located at the center of several neighborhoods, and many community residents traverse the 
district on foot or by bicycle to reach work, school, or other destinations. Currently, arterial streets and the rail corridor are barriers that 
present challenges for safe pedestrian and bicycle access through and around the district. The master plan recommends several pedestrian 
and bicycle circulation improvements, including safer street crossings, additional sidewalks such as Amoth Court, parking lot designs 
that provide dedicated walkways, and improved bicycle 
paths.  
Mass Transit 
According to the 1998 Isthmus 2020 Committee Report, more than 50% of neighborhood residents in this area journey to work by means 
other than single occupancy vehicle. The master plan recommends improved bus connections and facilities and future commuter rail 
service to enhance transportation choices for residents, visitors and customers and to strengthen the connections between the business 
district and the community. 
Parking Recommendations 
The Schenk-Atwood Business District includes a system of public and private parking facilities that collectively support the district’s 
customer, employee and resident parking needs. While the interviews conducted during the planning process did not indicate a parking 
problem, it is important to maintain an adequate, convenient and attractive parking supply to meet the district’s current and future parking 
needs and enhance the economic success of the business district. The master plan recommends additional areas where onstreet and off-
street parking can be provided, opportunities for shared parking, and zoning ordinance changes that allow greater flexibility for 
businesses to meet their parking requirements. 
 
Streetscape and Open Space Recommendations 
Enhancing the streetscape and visual character of the Schenk-Atwood Business District will be necessary to create a stronger identity for 
the district as a retail destination and to establish a pedestrian character that reflects the best principles of traditional “Main Street” 
design. The master plan recommends several improvements to enhance the visual and pedestrian character of the business district 



focusing on developing a Town Square at Schenk’s Corners as a focal point for the district, expanding open spaces and landscaped areas, 
creating attractive entrances to the district, and providing streetscape improvements. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY 
The implementation strategy prioritizes the following public projects for implementation: 
• Intersection reconstruction to improve traffic flow 
• Development of a Town Square at Schenk’s Corners 
• Gateway entrance improvements 
• Pedestrian crossing improvements 
• Bicycle circulation improvements 
• Improved bus connections and facilities 
• Landscape, public art and park improvements for the Isthmus Bicycle Parkway 
• Street reconstruction coordinated with new development 
 
MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS  -- Redevelopment 

R5 Long-term redevelopment for a commuter rail system and transit-oriented uses, including a new post office at the corner of Second 
Street and Winnebago Street. 
R7 Redevelopment of the city parking lot for new mixed-use building with ground floor retail and second floor residential with enclosed 
parking. Acquisition of adjoining building to relocate public parking. 
 
Transportation 
The following recommendations identify specific transportation improvements for Schenk-Atwood Business District including 
automobile, transit, pedestrian and bicycle circulation and commuter rail. Important considerations for transportation improvements 
include improving access to the district for all travel modes in a manner that is consistent with community transportation goals; 
strengthening the district as a neighborhood and community destination; and providing safe, attractive and convenient pedestrian 
circulation patterns. These recommendations have been developed in consultation with the city and the neighborhood. It will be 
necessary to further evaluate and refine these recommendations with more detailed transportation analysis and design prior to 
implementation. 
T1 Intersection improvements to allow two-way traffic flow on Winnebago Street. Terminate Winnebago Street at Milwaukee Street to 
discourage through traffic. 
T2 Reconstruct First Street south of Winnebago Street for one-way traffic flow into Eastwood Drive. Reclaim existing pavement for 
parkway and open space use. 
T3 Intersection and street improvements for Atwood Avenue, Eastwood Drive, Division Street and Dunning Street to allow two-way 
eastbound traffic on Atwood, a four-legged intersection at Dunning, and a reduction in street width on Division. 
T4 Reconstruct Amoth Court with on-street parking and a sidewalk on one side. 
T5 Vacate the end of Helena Street for use by Schoep’s as a truck loading facility. 
T6 Reconstruct the intersection of Atwood Avenue and First Street to eliminate the free flow right turn. Provide a safe pedestrian 
crossing on First at Atwood Avenue and East Main Street. 
T7 Construct a new two-way street to allow better access between Atwood Avenue and Winnebago Street with one side on-street 
parking. 
T8 Evaluate potential to reduce the width of Atwood Avenue intersection to expand the Town Square and provide better defined 
pedestrian crossings. Maintain efficient one-way traffic flow on Atwood Avenue. 
T9 Reconstruct Winnebago Street intersection at Atwood Avenue and Second Street to provide additional terrace and landscape space 
and a safer intersection for automobile, pedestrian and bicycle circulation. 
T10 Provide better defined ped./bike crossings on East Washington Avenue at First Street, Second Street and Fourth Street. 
T11 Provide better defined ped./bike crossings on Eastwood Drive at First Street, Russell Street and Amoth Court 
T12 Provide better defined pedestrian crossings on Atwood Avenue at Amoth Court, Rusk Street, and Corscot Court, and Winnebago 
Street at Russell Street and the new street near Bank One. 
T13 Evaluate the location for a future commuter rail station between First Street and Second Street. Possible locations include the area 
west of Second Street near the existing post office; the Dean Clinic site at the extension of the new street (T7); and the parking lot at the 
junction of the rail lines east of First Street. Each site must accommodate a bus loop for transit connections and provide convenient 
pedestrian access to retail uses. Long-term transit parking is discouraged. 
T14 Develop a bike trail in the railroad right-of-way for recreational use and commuter rail connections. 
T15 Work with the City, neighborhood and business association to identify options for safe bicycle circulation on Atwood Avenue and 
Winnebago Street. Provide bicycle storage areas convenient to retail and entertainment destinations. 
T16 Improve bus connections between the business district and the community. Enhance bus stops with benches, shelters and signage. 

 

Parking 
The following recommendations identify specific parking improvements for the Schenk-Atwood Business District. Important 
considerations for parking improvements include maintaining an adequate parking supply for the district, both on-street and off-street; 
increasing the supply of parking for customers; encouraging enclosed parking for new developments; working with the city to establish 
flexible parking requirements that allow businesses to fulfill their parking needs through shared parking arrangements; improving the 
visual appearance of parking lots from the public street; and providing signage to direct customers to parking facilities. 
P1 Expand shared parking opportunities between Amoth Court and Division Street. 
P2 Potential on-street parking for Eastwood Drive connected by walkways to Atwood Avenue. 



P3 Provide one-side on-street parking for Amoth Court. 
P4 Remove existing City parking lot to create a new gateway entrance feature at Division Street. Provide on-street parking to replace lost 
parking. 
P5 Evaluate the potential to reconfigure the existing Barrymore parking lot and add parking spaces for business district use. 
P6 Provide parallel parking spaces in lieu of the existing diagonal spaces to decrease the street width and increase open space at Schenk’s 
Corners as part of a new Town Square. Provide additional onstreet parking with the reconfiguration of the Second Street/Winnebago 
Street intersection to replace lost parking. 
P7 Provide shared off-street parking to serve the needs of Bank One, adjoining businesses and residential developments. 
P8 Coordinate with Trinity Lutheran Church and the City to provide long-term parking for the business district in existing parking lots 
along First Street. 
P9 Provide new off-street parking to serve existing and future development. 
 
Streetscape and Open Space 
The following recommendations identify comprehensive streetscape improvements for the Schenk-Atwood Business District. Important 
considerations for streetscape improvements include enhancing the pedestrian character of the district; enhancing the major entrances and 
approach corridors to the district; strengthening the connections between the business district and adjoining neighborhoods; strengthening 
the historic character and identity of the district; providing public spaces to enhance the district as a pedestrian activity area; and 
strengthening the relationship between the business district and the neighborhood.  
S1 Create gateway entrance features to the business district, including signage and landscaping coordinated with new intersection 
improvements. 
S2 Provide an entrance sign to the Schenk-Atwood Neighborhood at First Street. 
S3 Create a new Town Square to establish a focal point and public space for the business district including intersection and crosswalk 
improvements, landscaping, seating areas and public art. 
S4 Expand the Isthmus Bicycle Parkway along Eastwood Drive by reclaiming existing pavement areas through proposed intersection 
reconstruction. Add landscaping, public art, seating areas and ped./bike crossings to enhance the passive enjoyment of the parkway. 
S5 Work with MGE to remove overhead lines on Atwood Avenue, Winnebago Street, First Street and Eastwood Drive to improve the 
visual character of the business district. 
S6 Provide streetscape improvements on the north side of Eastwood Drive including an urban sidewalk and pedestrian-scale ornamental 
lighting. Provide walkway connections through parking areas to Atwood Avenue. 
S7 Provide streetscape improvements on Atwood Avenue east and Winnebago Street with a priority on Atwood Avenue between 
Winnebago Street and Division Street. Streetscape amenities include pedestrian-scale ornamental lighting, benches, planters and 
expanded terrace areas to enhance the pedestrian character of the business district. 
S8 Provide pedestrian-scale lighting on Atwood Avenue west, Amoth Court and First Street. 
 
1. Town Square 
Schenk’s Corners, which is formed by the intersection of Atwood Avenue and Winnebago Street, is the historic center of the Schenk-
Atwood Business District. This intersection, which is still framed by several historic buildings and storefronts, is a major architectural 
focal point for the business district. Garden displays, maintained by dedicated volunteers, help to beautify the intersection, but overall 
there is very little usable open space and the adjoining streets lack pedestrian friendliness.  
Schenk’s Corners has the potential to be much more than a traffic intersection. Its central location, the physical enclosure created by the 
surrounding buildings and the intersection of pedestrian movements present an opportunity to create a civic plaza or town square that 
could be the central feature and gathering place for the Schenk-Atwood Business District. By redefining existing street and parking lot 
configurations while maintaining traffic circulation patterns on Atwood Avenue and Winnebago Street, the existing open space can be 
expanded to create a town square.  
 
Figure 7 illustrates a recommended layout for the Atwood Avenue/Winnebago Street intersection overlaid on the existing street pattern. 
Key features of this new intersection proposal include: 
• Reducing the width of Atwood Avenue in front of Bank One to 24’, still accommodating the twolane, one-way traffic flow to First 
Street. 
• Reconfiguring the existing diagonal parking to parallel parking, which would result in the loss of 5 parking stalls. 
• Extending the Second Street intersection to Winnebago Street, which would expand open space and add on-street parking to offset the 
loss of diagonal parking spaces. 
• Bulbing the intersection at the Anchor Bank Building for additional pedestrian space. 
 
Future redevelopment of the northeast corner of Second Street as a Post Office should be planned to strengthen Schenk’s Corners as a 
civic space and focal point. Finally, Schenk’s Corners should be strengthened as a transit hub with integrated bus shelters, bicycle 
parking and direct access to a future commuter rail station. 
 
2. Atwood Avenue West 
As properties east of Schenk’s Corners transition to new uses, there is an opportunity to expand housing opportunities within the business 
district. Residential development is an appropriate land use for this area because the area is less visible as a retail destination, has limited 
access because of the one-way street pattern, and already includes the recently completed Second Street Apartments. 
 
Figure 10 illustrates a possible redevelopment pattern for this area, which includes a mix of medium- to high-density housing (25-30 
DU/AC). Key features of this proposal include: 



 
• Market rate apartments or condominiums in a row house style with enclosed parking on the Bank 
One site. Surface parking to support the parking needs for Bank One and new housing developments. 
Potential for shared parking for the adjoining businesses. 
• Senior housing with enclosed parking on the Dean Care site with walkway connections to the retail 
district and potential services provided by Trinity Lutheran Church. 
• Off-street parking lots on First Street to provide shared parking opportunities for the business district. 
• Landscaped walkways to the Second Street Apartments to better integrate this development with the 
business district. 
• A new street between Trinity Lutheran Church and Bank One to improve access between Atwood 
Avenue and Winnebago Street. 
• Improved pedestrian crossings at First Street, including pedestrian refuge islands and modifications 
to the free-flow right hand turn lane. 
• A potential future commuter rail station that is directly accessible by pedestrian, bicycle and bus circulation. 
Possible locations include First Street, the Dean Clinic site, or the area west of Second 
Street. 
• Streetscape improvements including walkways, pedestrian scale lighting and removal of overhead 
power lines to enhance the residential character of this area and visually connect the area to 
Schenk’s Corners and the Schenk-Atwood Business District. 
• Landscaped parking areas with walkways interconnecting new uses with the public streets. 
 
3. Winnebago North 
The Winnebago North land use area is located just to the north of Schenk’s Corners and the proposed 
town square. This area currently includes a mix of service-oriented businesses, professional office space, 
artist studios, and residential uses. Figure 11 illustrates a possible redevelopment pattern for this area. 
Key redevelopment features include the following: 
• Redevelopment of properties near Sutherland Court on both sides of Winnebago Street for artist studios 
and related retail, professional office space and housing. Potential vacation of Sutherland Court 
to facilitate redevelopment. 
• Redevelopment of the Second Street area for a possible neighborhood commuter rail station with 
transit-oriented uses anchored by a new post office at Second Street and Winnebago Street. 
Redevelopment should include shared parking to support existing businesses such as Impression 
Graphics and new transit-oriented businesses. Long-term transit parking should be discouraged. 
• Streetscape improvements to Second Street (landscaping, lighting, walkways and improved rail 
crossing) to establish this street as a key pedestrian street connecting the business district to neighborhoods 
on both sides of East Washington Avenue. 
• Development of a gateway feature to the business district with an entrance sign and landscaping. 
• Potential new intersection at Winnebago Street and Sixth Street to discourage through traffic on 
Winnebago Street and improve the safety of the Milwaukee Street and East Washington Avenue 
intersection. 
 
4. Central Atwood 
The Central Atwood land use area is located between Schenk’s Corners and Dunning Street. This area 
is proposed as the primary retail street for the business district with the potential for new retail 
frontage, mixed use development and shared parking. Figure 12 illustrates a possible redevelopment 
pattern for this area. Key redevelopment features include the following: 
• Acquisition and removal of the East End building to facilitate redevelopment of properties between Amoth Court and United Way for 
new mixed-use development with enclosed parking, shared surface parking and expanded retail frontage on Atwood Avenue. 
• Reorganization of existing parking lots between Amoth Court and Division Street to create an interconnected parking supply for 
adjoining businesses, and landscaped, lighted walkways providing safe and attractive pedestrian connections between businesses. 
• Potential on-street parking on Eastwood Drive with walkway connections to Atwood Avenue. 
• New development frontage on Eastwood Drive to improve the visibility of the Schenk-Atwood Business District from Eastwood Drive 
and the Isthmus Bicycle Parkway. 
• Redevelopment of existing City parking lot and adjoining residential building for mixed-use retail and residential development with 
enclosed parking. This redevelopment will increase retail frontage on the north side of Atwood Avenue. Public and private surface 
parking spaces will be combined as part of a shared parking facility. 
• Mixed-use redevelopment next to the Laborer’s Hall with ground floor retail uses, second floor office/residential uses and rear parking. 
• Building rehabilitation, storefront improvements and mixed-use redevelopment for the block face between Corscot Court and Division 
Street. 
• New mixed development for retail/office/residential uses at the corner of Atwood Avenue and Dunning Street. 
• Streetscape improvements, ornamental pedestrian lighting, furnishings, and removal of overhead power lines to enhance the pedestrian 
character of Atwood Avenue as the primary retail street. In addition to these land use, parking and streetscape improvements, several 
transportation improvements are also proposed. Figure 13 illustrates potential improvements to the Atwood Avenue/Eastwood Drive 
intersection to allow two-way traffic flow on Atwood Avenue with one eastbound lane on Atwood Avenue merging with one eastbound 
lane on Eastwood Drive near Dunning Street. This improvement will reduce the width of Division Street and create a 4-legged 



intersection at Dunning. In addition to improving traffic flow for the business district, this intersection will promote pedestrian and 
bicycle access and expand open space for the Isthmus Bicycle Parkway. Relocating the off-street parking near Division Street for 
landscaping and an entrance feature will also enhance the east gateway entrance to the business district. New on-street parking can be 
created on Atwood and Eastwood to offset the loss of off-street spaces.  
Other transportation improvements for the Central Atwood area include better defined pedestrian crossings. Priority should be given to a 
crossing between the Barrymore Theatre and the Blue Plate Diner at Corscot Court on Atwood Avenue, and crossings at Amoth Court 
and Russell Street on Eastwood Drive. Options for pedestrian crossing should be evaluated, including colored pavements, in-street 
pedestrian yield signs, and pedestrian refuge islands. 
 
5. Winnebago South 
The Winnebago South land use area, which is located between Schenk’s Corners and Riverside Drive, includes a mix of apartments, 
single-family homes, professional offices and service-oriented businesses. This area is also identified as the west gateway entrance to the 
business district. The Winnebago South area has been proposed for traffic flow improvements to allow direct access into the business 
district on Winnebago Street while maintaining a choice to bypass the business district on  
Eastwood Drive. Figure 15 illustrates improvements to the Winnebago Street/Eastwood Drive intersection that would allow one lane of 
eastbound traffic to continue onto Winnebago Street with one lane splitting off to Eastwood Drive. This proposal would also eliminate 
the need for two-way traffic on First Street between Winnebago Street and Eastwood Drive. Collectively, these improvements would 
reclaim existing street pavements to expand open space and landscaping for the Isthmus Bicycle Parkway, and improve the visual 
character of the west gateway to the business district, and provide better, more direct access to the business district. 
 
6. Schoep’s 
The Schoep’s Ice Cream production facility, located at the intersection of Division Street and Eastwood Drive, has operated in the 
neighborhood for many years. This historic business provides an important employment and customer base for the neighborhood and the 
business district. In spite of these benefits, the neighborhood has raised serious concerns about truck traffic, parking and loading 
operations on Division Street and their impact on pedestrian and bicycle safety, traffic congestion and aesthetics. As part of the Schenk-
Atwood Business District Master Plan, proposals were discussed to mitigate these concerns including vacating the end of Helena Street 
for Schoep’s truck parking and loading facilities, as illustrated in Figure 16 (see photo on p. 55). This proposal is offered as a basis for 
further discussion between Schoep’s, the neighborhood and the City. Resolution of Schoep’s truck loading issue will have to address the 
concerns raised by Helena Street residents regarding street vacation, including noise abatement, emergency vehicle access, and walkway 
connections from the end of Helena Street to the business district. This proposal will also have to be evaluated further by Schoep’s 
regarding their operational needs and financing options. 
 
Public Project Priorities 
This master plan document is a vision for the long-term growth and vitality of the Schenk-Atwood Business District. The plan includes 
many recommendations that may require 10-15 years to fully implement through a coordinated investment effort by both the public and 
private sectors. The following public projects are recommended as implementation priorities to provide a framework for neighborhood 
rehabilitation, business improvement, and new development activities. These projects are keyed by numbers to the foldout master plan 
graphic (Figure 5, page 27). 
1. Intersection reconstruction to improve traffic flow (T1, T2, T3) 
2. Development of Town Square at Schenk’s Corners (S3, P6, T8, T9) 
3. Gateway entrance improvements (S1, S2) 
4. Pedestrian crossing improvements (T6, T10, T11, T12) 
5. Bicycle circulation improvements including bicycle storage areas convenient to the district (T15) 
6. Improved bus connections and facilities (T16) 
7. Landscape, public art and park improvements for the Isthmus Bicycle Parkway (S4) 
8. Street reconstruction coordinated with new development: 
• Amoth Court reconstruction (T4, S8, P3) 
• New street construction near Bank One (T7) 
• Helena Street reconstruction pending agreement with Schoep’s and the neighborhood to relocate truck loading and truck parking 
facilities (T5) 
 
NOTE:  This plan then proposes utilizing TIF District financing to implement transportation developments in five phases over a seven-
year period.  It then summarizes recommended steps that should be undertaken by a newly organized Project Management Team (PMT), 
working with the City and neighborhood, to implement the Master Plan, utilizing working subcommittees with interest and/or skills in 
development and land use issues, transportation and street scape. 
 
 

Marquette-Schenk-Atwood Neighborhood Plan  – April 1994 

In the Spring of 1993 the Marquette-Schenk-Atwood area (Census Tract 19) was designated by the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Commission, under the direction of Mayor Paul Soglin, to receive one year of planning services and two years of CDBG 
funding. The Marquette-Schenk-Atwood Neighborhood Steering Committee, a cross section of residents from varying income, age, race, 
and tenure backgrounds, was appointed by the Mayor to guide the preparation of the plan. NOTE: This plan only covered the western 
portion of the Schenk-Atwood (Yahara River-E Washington-Division St-Lake Monona) and the Marquette neighborhoods. Only the 
portions of this plan that reflect recommendations in the SASY neighborhood are included here.  



Link:  http://www.sasyna.org/index.php/download_file/view/360/75/ 
 
Summary of Neighborhood Issues 
2. Enhancing the Yahara River Corridor as a place to live and play. The Yahara River connects Lake Monona and Lake Mendota. 
The future vision of the river corridor (the lands lying immediately to the east and west of the river banks) is to develop a pedestrian 
pathway that will provide a safe, aesthetic passageway along the corridor. Improvement of pedestrian travel across bridges and busy 
intersections, a more convenient connection to Burr Jones Field and Tenney Park, and the enhancement of the shoreline to accommodate 
more greenspace will provide greater recreational opportunities to residents in this park-deficient central city neighborhood. 
Redevelopment of existing industrial lands lying to the west of Thornton Avenue would provide the opportunity to construct higher 
density residential buildings that would have the nearby amenities of the Yahara River and proposed East Rail Corridor bike path. 
 
6. Improving Bus Service for the Youth Population. A viable means of transportation for youth is the bus system. The promotion of 
use of the bus system at young ages will help encourage the life-long usage of the system. Neighborhood youth have identified three 
deterrents to their usage of the bus system: 1) the cost of bus fares for youth (85 cents for cash fare and 55 cents for ticket per ride), 2) 
length of time it takes to reach highly frequented destinations such as East Towne Mall, and 3) the absence of service to Eastgate Theater 
and Lapham Elementary School. 
 
10. Linking New and Existing Parks to the Neighborhood.  Due to the limited opportunities for acquisition of park and open space 
areas, it is imperative for the city and neighborhood to identify future parkland areas for acquisition, improve existing parkland, and 
improve the linkage of existing parkland to other city parks that are within or outside the neighborhood. Capitalizing on the Yahara River 
corridor by acquiring and developing land along the river, linking the corridor to the proposed bike path, and improving the pedestrian 
accessibility to Burr Jones Field and Tenney Park would help diversify the parkland opportunities within the neighborhood.  
Near-term completion of the East Rail bicycle path is a top priority for the neighborhood. 
 

Land Use and Economic Development Recommendations 

Land Use Area B    --   Schenk-Atwood Business District 
7. Parking is usually not a problem at present for businesses in the Schenk-Atwood portion of the neighborhood, particularly with the 
imminent parking area around the Barrymore Theater. However, it is important to the continuing vitality of the Atwood Avenue- 
Winnebago Street commercial corridor that providing for adequate parking be part of new residential and business developments in the 
area. 
 
8. The historic character of Schenk-Atwood Business District should be accentuated by: 1) installing historic style street lighting along 
the 2000 block of Atwood Avenue and 1900-2000 blocks of Winnebago Street and 2) new construction should reflect the historic-style 
streetscape such as encouraging new buildings to be built-up to the sidewalk edge (or the street right of way), to use compatible 
materials, colors, and similar sized window openings, and to reflect similar scale to other 
surrounding buildings. 
 
9. Bury overhead utility wires along Atwood Avenue and Winnebago Street. 
 
10. To improve the safe movement of pedestrians in the neighborhood, the neighborhood should request that Traffic Engineering 
Division 1) install a No Turn on Red sign at the Eastwood Avenue-Division Street intersection (for automobiles heading south) and 
Division Street- Eastwood Avenue intersection (for automobiles heading east) to help facilitate pedestrian crossing, especially children 
going to and leaving from Marquette-O’Keeffe School and 2) to continue to work with neighborhood residents (including school-aged 
youth) to investigate the best measures to facilitate the crossing at the Williamson- Few Street, East Washington-Fourth Street, and 
Winnebago-First Street intersections. 
 
Land Use Area C  --  Yahara River Corridor 

The Yahara River Corridor Recommendations 
The Yahara River is one of the neighborhood treasures. The future vision of the river corridor (the lands lying to the east and west of the 
river banks) is to develop a pedestrian pathway that will provide a safe, accessible, and recreational passageway along the corridor. 
Improvement of pedestrian travel across (or under) bridges and busy intersections, a connection to Burr Jones Field and Tenney Park, and 
the enhancement of the shoreline to accommodate more greenspace and recreational lands will provide greater recreational opportunities 
to residents in this park deficient central city neighborhood. 
Redevelopment of existing industrial lands lying to the west of Thornton Avenue (between East Main Street and Williamson Street) 
would provide the opportunity to construct higher density residential buildings with the amenities of the river and proposed East Rail 
Corridor bike path. 
 
3. Develop a pedestrian passageway along the entire river corridor from Lake Mendota to Lake Monona. Improvement of pedestrian 
travel across East Johnson, East Washington, and Williamson Street intersections and/or bridges, linking Burr Jones Field and Tenney 
Park, improvement of Burr Jones Field for expanded recreational activities, the connection to the proposed East Rail Corridor bike path, 
and the enhancement of the shoreline to accommodate more greenspace and recreational lands will provide greater recreational 
opportunities to residents in this park deficient central city neighborhood. The East Washington Avenue bridge (scheduled for 
improvement in 1995) could be the first step in incorporating a pedestrian underpass into the design. The solid walls of the bridge should 
be changed to a spindle design so pedestrians and drivers can view the river. 
 



4. Expand the recreational use of the river corridor by: vacating Thornton Avenue (between Williamson and Main Street) to increase 
open space acreage, purchasing or securing easements of two parcels lying on the eastern bank of the river by City of Madison Parks 
Department, improving the accessibility and use of the river to nonmotorized boats by broadening the river, developing playground areas 
in appropriate, safe places, and constructing a swimming pool. 
 
Issue Area 5  --  Parks and Open Space Recommendations 
1. Request that the City of Madison Transportation Division, in conjunction with Madison Parks Division, construct the proposed bicycle 
path in the East Rail Corridor. Outdoor features of benches, picnic tables, and lighting are important components in making it safe, 
usable, and attractive. 
 
Issue Area 6  --  Youth Committee Recommendations 
As part of the Marquette-Schenk-Atwood Neighborhood Planning process, the MSA Steering Committee established a Youth 
Committee. The Youth Committee consisted of fifth through eighth graders from the neighborhood. In all, sixteen youth volunteered 
their time to develop a neighborhood plan and strategies for the neighborhood. In early stages of their planning process, the committee 
members identified four top issue areas. Following are recommendations for each of those top areas: 

 

Neighborhood Issue 1: Safe Pedestrian Crossing 
The safe movement of elementary, middle and high school youth walking or riding their bicycles to and from places within the 
neighborhood is an important issue among the youth population. Committee members pointed out five street intersections that 
neighborhood youth have a difficult time crossing: 
1. Williamson - Few Street intersection (Williamson Street Co-op corner); 
2. East Washington - Fourth Street intersection (crossing to East High School); 
3. Winnebago - First Street intersection (Trinity Lutheran Church corner); 
4. Division - Dunning intersection (Monty Blue Plate Restaurant corner); and 
5. Winnebago - Eastwood Drive intersection (triangle area with Schenk’s-Atwood Neighborhood Sign). 
Top Strategies (Ranked Order) 
1. Encourage Madison Transportation to lengthen the signal timing for the walk sign at the intersections of Winnebago - First Street and 
East Washington and Fourth Street. 
2. Encourage Madison Transportation to continue to inform drivers of pedestrian rights. One suggestion is to install signs at specific 
intersections that inform drivers “to yield to pedestrians.” 
3. Encourage Madison Transportation to design ways to improve crossing at the intersections of: Williamson - Few Street (Williamson 
Street Co-op corner); East Washington - Fourth Street (crossing to East High School); Winnebago - First Street (Trinity Lutheran Church 
corner); Division - Dunning (Monty Blue Plate Restaurant corner); and Winnebago - Eastwood Drive (triangle park area with Schenk’s-
Atwood Neighborhood Sign). 
Other Strategy: 
• Encourage Madison Transportation to investigate the feasibility of constructing an under/over pass at the intersection of East 
Washington - Fourth Street (East High School). 
 
Neighborhood Issue 2: Madison Metro Bus Service 
Neighborhood youth use the bus system to go places within the city. The youth fare for riding the bus is too expensive, costing $0.85 for 
a cash ride and $0.55 for advance ticket purchase per ride. Plus, Madison Metro does not go or it is difficult to get to some highly 
designated places. 
Top Strategies (Ranked Order) 
1. Encourage Madison Metro to have a “Free Bus Day” once a month to get people to use the bus system. Plus, Madison Metro could 
also promote the use of buses by raffling off free bus passes at Madison Metropolitan schools several times a year.  
2. Encourage Madison Metro to lower the price for youth fares. 
3. Encourage Madison Metro to evaluate the likelihood of extending bus service to Eastgate Cinema (3764 Burke Road), Lapham School 
(1045 E. Dayton Street), and to reduce the time to get to East Towne Mall.  
Other Strategies: 
• Encourage Madison Metro to evaluate the feasibility of developing monthly unlimited youth bus passes (similar to the monthly 
unlimited adult passes). 
• Encourage Madison Metro to evaluate the likelihood of having increased bus service on Saturday and Sunday (such as 15 minute 
intervals) because this is when the youth population uses the bus system the most. 
• Encourage Madison Metro to establish more convenient ticket outlet places for youth to purchase bus passes and to better advertise 
where youth can purchase bus passes (such as tickets can be purchased at schools). 
 

Neighborhood Issue 4: Image and Safety 
3. Encourage Madison Transportation Department to install additional street lighting on Wilson Street and to install lighting on other 
dark residential streets, existing park areas (Orton Park), and the proposed East Rail Corridor Bike Path. 
 
NOTE:  Many of these transportation-related recommendations were included in a City Council Resolution dated March 31, 1994 which 
is included in the final pages of this document (see # 18-26). 
 
 


