
	  

October 21, 2022 

VIA E-MAIL 

Department of Natural Resources 
Secretary Cathy Stepp 
101 S. Webster Street, GEF 2 
Po Box 7921 
Madison, WI  53707-7921 
 

Re:  Additional Considerations for Madison-Kipp Corporation Scope of Work Plan 

Dear Secretary Stepp,  

I appreciate your staff, Linda Hanefeld and Mark Giesfeldt, meeting with me today to discuss the 
Madison-Kipp Corporation (MKC) contamination issues.  I also very much appreciate Mike 
Schmoller’s attendance and participation in the neighborhood meeting on the topic held last 
Saturday, October 15th at the Goodman Community Center.   

As both the State Representative for, and resident of the area at issue, the contamination at the 
MKC site and in the surrounding areas has caused a great deal of concern, anxiety and anger in 
my community and neighborhood.  For the people whose property is directly contaminated, they 
not only fear for their and their families’ health and safety, but their homes have essentially been 
“taken” and the value diminished.  Further, given the long history of this issue, neighbors can not 
sit by and watch mitigation efforts, going on for years at this point, and hope that the soil, soil 
vapor and groundwater contamination can be eradicated or at the very least contained.  The 
community needs and deserves a much more aggressive and comprehensive approach. 

What follows is a summary of the issues I discussed with Ms. Hanefeld and Mr. Giesfeldt today.  
It is my hope that these issues will be specifically addressed in the Scope of Work Plan the 
WDNR is developing.  

There remain substantial questions about the nature and extent of the contamination.  I would 
like the DNR to order that the original and all additional contamination sites be fully delineated.  
I suggest that a map be created to indicate the different depths where soil, soil vapor and 
groundwater contamination with resulting plumes have been delineated.  I request that the DNR 
order additional testing to the extent necessary to make these determinations.   

The only sure way to prevent continued contamination would be to remove the source material 
of the contamination.  I request that the source material be identified, and thoroughly excavated 
and removed if physically possible.     



There remains continued concern over the potential for additional groundwater and/or drinking 
water contamination, especially in the lower aquifer.  I request further study of the long-term 
risks to the lower aquifer caused by the contamination.  

Finally, individual neighbors have expressed frustration of not being fully and timely informed 
about testing issues, results and community meetings. The final Scope of Work should be timely 
posted on the WDNR website and mailed to every property owner whose property is at issue. 
Property owners should be notified and their consent obtained prior to activities being 
commenced on their properties.  Test results should be timely posted on the WDNR website.  
Property owners should be immediately notified by mail when test results concerning their 
property are available.  Regular community meetings should be held to report on progress, 
changes and/or additions to the Scope of Work.  Every effort should be made to notify all 
neighbors within proximity to MKC of all community meetings.   

I urge your department to seriously consider these additions to the Scope of Work.  I appreciate 
your attention to these details and look forward to your response.    

Sincerely, 

 

Rep. Chris Taylor 

Representative for the 48th Assembly District  

	  

	  

	  


