
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Neighborhood Association Asks DNR for Improved Response to Madison-Kipp Soil and 
Groundwater Contamination 

Madison Wisconsin -- 27 March 2013 

Today, the SASY Neighborhood Association on the near east side of Madison asked the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources to greatly improve its cleanup and communication concerning the 
soil and groundwater contamination surrounding the Madison-Kipp aluminum foundry.  Neighbors 
requested a public meeting where the DNR would explain the status of the cleanup and known extent  
of the contamination. 

In 1994 the state DNR notified Madison-Kipp it was responsible for investigating and cleaning up 
tetrachlorethylene (PCE) on its property on Atwood Avenue between Milwaukee and Waubesa 
Streets.  At that time the DNR wrote, “The longer contamination is left in the environment, the 
farther it can spread and the more difficult and costly it becomes to clean up.” 

During the past year, a neighborhood lawsuit has focussed concern about the contamination and 
forced testing, the results of which have only increased alarm further. The investigation thus far has 
shown that PCE contamination has spread further into neighborhood, at higher concentrations than 
previously beleived, and identified spills of additional chemicals. However, the neighborhood 
association has yet to be provided with maps which describe the full extent of the pollution. In 
addition, the DNR has not responded to neighborhood concerns raised in its 21October 2011 letter.  

Contact: Lou Host-Jablonski, Chair, SASY Neighborhood Association, Lou@DesignCoalition.org
 
Attachments:
Linda Hanefeld letter 27 March 2013
SASYNA letter, Oct 21, 2011
 
cc:
Ron Seely, Wisconsin State Journal (rseely@madison.com)
Rob Schultz, Wisconsin State Journal (robschultz@madison.com)
Doug Erickson, Wisconsin State Journal (derickson@madison.com)
Pat Schneider, The Cap Times (pschneider@madison.com)
Vince O’Hern, Isthmus (VO@Isthmus.com)
Colin Benedict, Channel 3000 (cbenedict@wisctv.com)
Marc Lovicott, WISC-TV News 3 (mlovicott@wisctv.com)
Joe Radske, WKOW 27 ABC (jradske@wkow.com)
Phil Levin, WMTV 15, NBC (plevin@nbc15.com)
Molly Stentz, WORT-FM (molly@WORT-fm.org)
Steve Blank, WORT-FM, (steveblank@mac.com)
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ATTACHMENT

SASY  

Schenk-Atwood-Starkweather-Yahara Neighborhood Association

March 27, 2013
 
Linda Hanefeld, NR region program manager
Wisconsin DNR, South Central Region
3911 Fish Hatchery Rd.
Madison, WI 53711-5397
 

Dear Ms. Hanefeld,
 
The Schenk-Atwood-Starkweather-Yahara Neighborhood Association (SASY) is concerned by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ failure to respond in a timely manner to our letter 
dated October 21, 2011 [see attached] in which we requested information on pollution from 
Madison Kipp Corporation’s operations. 
 
Specifically, SASY again requests that the Department provide maps delineating the full extent 
and nature of all contaminants found, clearly illustrating their concentrations and location 
throughout their horizontal and vertical extent in the soil, water, homes and public buildings in 
our neighborhood.  We also ask that information concerning ongoing and future efforts to 
delineate contamination and reduce or eliminate pollutants be provided in a timely manner.
 
In addition, SASY calls for an independent, professionally facilitated public meeting to be 
convened where the WDNR and representatives of other concerned agencies explain the extent 
and nature of the pollution and its possible health effects.  We request that this be done as a 
community meeting, with presentations and Q&A with the whole audience. 
 
As a neighborhood association it is our responsibility to advocate for the health and safety of 
our affected neighborhood.  It is in this capacity that we make this request.
 
Respectfully,
 
Lou Host-Jablonski
Chair, SASY Neighborhood Association
 
ccs:
Mayor Paul Soglin (mayor@cityofmadison.com)
State Senator Mark Miller (Sen.Miller@legis.wisconsin.gov)
State Senator Fred Risser (Sen.Risser@legis.wisconsin.gov)
State Rep. Chris Taylor   (Rep.Taylor@legis.wisconsin.gov)
County Executive Joe Parisi (parisi@countyofdane.com
Madison Alder Marcia Rummel (district6@cityofmadison.com)
Madison/Dane County Public Health John Hausbeck (jhausbeck@publichealthmdc.com)
Madison Water Utility Tom Heikkinen (theikkinen@cityofmadison.com )
Madison Water Utility Joe Demorett (jdemorett@madisonwater.org)
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