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Meeting Minutes

SASY Transportation Committee Meeting
October 22, 2013

Present: Donna Magdalena (Chair), Melanie Foxcrof (note-taker), Lance Green, Larry Jensen, Tim Wong
 
1. New Agenda Items: Sharing copies of letters and materials with Committee members;

2. Approval of Previous Meeting Notes:
Larry Jensen moved to approve the Transportation Committee meeting notes of September 24, 2013, with 
revisions. Second by Lance Green. Notes approved with Tim Wong abstaining.
 
3. Council and Other Meeting Reports:

 a. Report by Donna on Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WIS DOT) Plans for Highway 51 
Reconstruction:
- Following the SASY Transportation Committee's presentation for the SASY neighborhood and others 

on DOT's Highway 51 transportation corridor freeway proposals, and east side citizen Mary Ebeling's 
alternative boulevard proposal, Donna has been very busy following up with Alders and interested 
businesses adjacent to the proposed transportation corridor and with Madison decision-makers, local 
businesses, and others.

- Interest in the alternative boulevard proposal has been expressed by Alder DeMarb (District 16), Alder 
David Ahrens( District 15), David Trowbridge (Chair of the Long Range Planning Commission), Alder 
Rummel and Tonya Hamilton (members of the new city-side Transportation Committee), Jay 
Firm, business owner Dave Henry of Dave's Auto Service which fronts the DOT proposed freeway, and 
others.  Mr. Henry, who attended the SASY presentation, sent a letter to Donna in which he 
expressed opposition to the freeway and strong support of the boulevard alternative as being more 
business-friendly.

- Donna is helping to coordinate additional presentations by Mary Ebeling to the various committees and 
organizations on which the above are members, as they have all expressed interest in the boulevard 
alternative to a freeway in the Highway 51 corridor.

b. Result of the Transportation Committee's recommendation to the SASY Council recommending against 
two-way access to Atwood from Schenks Corners: the recommendation generated significant discussion 
among SASY council members on their listserv. Interested committee members will develop drawings of 
the proposal to forward on their own to the corridor planning committee.

4. Committee member attendance at the upcoming conference on Capital Regional Sustainable Communities:
- Lance is attending the full conference including the meeting with David Dryer;
- Donna and Melanie are attending the Complete Streets workshop;
- Tim is attending the Climate Change workshop;
- Committee members may also attend the October 30 book signing
- Several committee members are planning to attend the movie "the Human Scale" at the Union South 
Marquee Theater at Union South Wednesday, October 30, 2013, part of the UW Madison's Haven Center 
Annual Film Series.

 5. Planning for Public Meeting on placemaking and transportation in SASY Residential Streets:  
- Lance Moved to hold a public meeting for the purpose of gaining residents' input into alternative 

transportation infrastructures and placemaking in SASY's interior streets (such as traffic calming and 
woonervin), afer the Corridor Planning Committee's hearings are finished; and to add educational 
materials on the SASY Council website to educate people about concepts such as traffic calming 



infrastructures prior to that hearing. Melanie seconded the Motion. Motion carries.

– Committee members identified Wednesday, February 12, 2014 (second Wednesday) at 6:30-8:30pm as 
the logical date and time for the public meeting because it follows the same timing as the Corridor 
Planning Committee public meeting series did.

– Donna requested volunteers for the various tasks related to the proposed public meeting: 
- Donna will handle outreach (which she also spearheaded for the Corridor Planning Committee), 

including announcement at upcoming meetings, posting on SASY Council website, flyer to post, etc.
- Melanie will find a location

– All committee members will locate materials such as pictures of woonervin and traffic calming to post 
both on the website and around the hearing room;

6. Prioritize Placemaking Efforts
- Tim will identify the city engineer assigned to the SASY neighborhood public meetings to answer 

questions;
- Tim will rewrite the Committee's future "purpose" and "possible focus areas"
- Tim will write an article for Eastside News with Donna providing visuals for the upcoming public meeting 

February 12 public hearing;
- Tim submitted an article with a visual of the "No Turn on Red" sign on Eastwood at the bike path and 

Division; and the importance of cars stopping at the red and yellow lights at the diagonal bike path 
crossing at Dunning and Atwood.

- Tim is writing an article for Isthmus magazine on Highway 51 alternatives.
- Committee members discussed the relationship of the interest in Highway 51 proposals to the SASY 

neighborhood. Tim is interested because the state is proposing to spend approx. $800 million for a 
freeway, which he feels is unnecessary given the drop in motor vehicle ridership, the relatively low traffic 
volumes on Highway 51 (40,000 vehicles per day compared to 60,000 on East Washington, for 
comparison), and which precludes use of limited funds for alternative transportation modes such as 
transit and bike infrastructure in all eastside neighborhoods. Tim argued that if alternative transportation 
modes in the entire east side receive a small portion of such funds and a boulevard corridor is built 
instead of a freeway, both businesses and Madison residents would be better served. Larry is not 
interested in working on the Highway 51 corridor and suggested a subcommittee be formed to work 
specifically on that issue. The rest of the Committee membership is interested in pursuing alternatives. 
Donna also stated that alternative Highway 51 recommendations coming out of eastside neighborhood 
Committees and Associations have much more weight than recommendations by individuals. Donna 
mentioned that certain Republican state representatives have questioned high levels of borrowing and 
debt to finance the large road building projects, given looming State budget deficits. The highway 
projects appear to be driven by faulty data assumptions and do take into account the most recent 
decade of decreased driving patterns.

- Tim will send diagrams of a possible round-about at Atwood and First to the three co-chairs of the 
Corridor Planning Committee for input.

The next meeting of the Transportation Committee is scheduled for November 26, 2012 at 6:30 pm in the first 
floor conference room of the United Way building.


